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All

  

Report Title: WEMBLEY STADIUM EVENT DAY PARKING CONTROLS 
 

 
Forward Plan Ref:  E&C-05/-6-022 

 
1.0 Summary  
 
1.1 This report informs members on the outcome of re-consultations on options 

for the Wembley Stadium Event Day Protective Parking Scheme in the 
Tokyngton, Oakington and Clarendon Garden areas of Wembley. 

 
1.2 The re-consultation was carried out following a request received from 

representatives of residents associations in these areas for a permit and 
‘signs only’ parking control scheme for their respective areas.  
 

1.3 The responses indicate that there is majority support from the areas consulted 
for the ‘signs only’ scheme. 
 

 2.0 Recommendations 
 
 2.1 That Committee notes the results of the consultation at Appendix C, 

summarised at Item 3.8 of this report, and in light of the consultation instructs 
officers to proceed with a ‘signs only’ scheme in the Tokyngton, Oakington  
and Clarendon Gardens areas, as detailed at Item 3.9. 

 
 2.2 That Committee  resolves that officers review the scheme after the initial 

major events (for 6 months) at the Stadium, and that if in the opinion of the 
Director of Transportation (following consultation with the Chair of this 
Committee) the signs only scheme proves to be ineffective, road marking be 
introduced for parking places to consolidate the PPS in the Tokyngton, 
Oakington (north) and Clarendon Gardens areas. 
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3.0 Detail 
 
Background 
 
3.1 The 28 October 2004 Highways Committee noted the results of the public 

consultation carried out in Summer 2004 on the Wembley Stadium ‘Protective 
Parking Scheme’ (PPS), and resolved to advance the scheme to detailed 
design, statutory consultation and implementation in areas where majority 
support had been identified. 

  
3.2 The Summer 2004 consultation included public exhibitions of the Protective 

Parking Scheme design proposals, which incorporated signs, as well as road 
markings (‘signs and lines’ scheme), to denote parking places where only 
residents and their visitors, as well as businesses, would be permitted to park 
with ‘Event Day’ parking permits. 
 

3.3 In designing the scheme officers had been mindful that a wide usage of road 
markings and traffic signs would have a detrimental visual impact on the local 
environment, particularly as the PPS would only operate for up to 37 days a 
year. However, it was also the view of officers that a robust parking scheme 
design was necessary, and one that should be easily recognisable and 
understood by visitors; hence a scheme combining road markings and 
strategically located signs indicating permit holder only parking, was designed 
for consultation. Yellow lines were omitted from the scheme, other than where 
necessary to maintain access and road safety, to minimise the visual impact 
of the PPS. As the scheme design represented a departure from 
‘conventional’ parking control scheme designs (such as Controlled Parking 
Zones), approval was sought, and obtained, from the Department for 
Transport (DfT) to relax the regulations which cover the usage of signs and 
lines for parking control schemes. 
 

3.4 Members also agreed at the October 2004 meeting to a ‘signs only’ scheme 
for Conservation areas, i.e. a scheme whereby parking would be controlled 
through approved signage only, without the need for road markings to denote 
parking places. This was requested during the consultation by residents in the 
Barnhill area on the grounds that road markings associated with the event day 
scheme would be intrusive and out of character with the conservation status 
of their area. Once again approval was obtained from the DfT for relaxation of 
traffic signs and road markings regulations. 
 

3.5 The original consultation showed support for barriers to be retained in the 
former ‘environmental’ areas, i.e. where these were previously used as a 
means of traffic management and parking control during major events at 
Wembley Stadium. Committee agreed to retain the barriers although 
members were informed of the concerns raised by the emergency services at 
the potential for delays to response times if roads were to be closed by 
barriers. If an objection is raised by the emergency services to the barriers in 
response to the statutory consultation, it would be substantive and would 
require resolution by members of this Committee. 
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3.6 Following Committee’s approval of the Protective Parking Scheme (PPS) the 
scheme designs were finalised for the 32 areas covered by the PPS, and 
copies forwarded to Ward Councillors, and stakeholder groups who attended 
meetings with officers at the pre-consultation stage in summer 2004. A 
request was subsequently received from representatives of the Tokyngton, 
Oakington and Clarendon Gardens areas residents’ associations for a signs 
only scheme for their areas. The Chair of this Committee agreed to re-consult 
residents in these areas (areas 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11 on the map at Appendix A) 
on the options of a ‘signs & lines’ or ‘signs only’ scheme.  
 

Re-consultation – September 2005 
 
3.7 Residents and businesses in the Tokyngton, Oakington and Clarendon 

Gardens areas were re-consulted on the options at 3.6 above. The 
consultation document was prepared by consultants ‘Camargue’,  and sent by 
mail to approximately 5,670 households and businesses in the area. A copy of 
the consultation is attached at Appendix B. 
 

3.8 The results of the consultation, which was carried out from 15 – 30 
September, are tabulated at Appendix C and summarised below: 
 

  
Nos. in favour AREA No. of 

Questionnaires 
sent 

Nos. 
Returned 

 Option 1 Option 2 

3 1015 276 71 200 
4 1994 630 99 528 
9 695 159 51 107 

10 920 180 92 88 
11 1044 243 93 147 
     

 
3.9 Committee will note there is clear support for the signs only scheme in areas 

3, 4, 9 and 11. In light of the support indicated members may be minded to 
instruct officers to proceed with the signs only scheme in these areas. The 
response from area 10 is marginally in favour of the signs and lines scheme, 
however there is an inclusive area of support for the signs only scheme from 
streets which were previously under ‘barrier control’. It is suggested therefore 
that the signs only scheme be implemented in Hillcroft Crescent, Hillside 
Avenue, Manor Drive and Park Chase. Officers however remain concerned at 
the workability of a signs only scheme in areas in close proximity to the 
Stadium, and suggest therefore that, as with the Barnhill area, the scheme be 
reviewed( after 6 months) following the initial major events at the Stadium. 
Should the signs only measures prove to be ineffective it is recommended that 
the parking places be marked to consolidate the scheme, and that a decision 
on this be taken by the Director of Transportation following consultation with 
the Chair. 
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4.0 Financial Implications 

4.1 The Wembley National Stadium section 106 agreement provides £2,500,000 
for progressing event day parking controls. This funding is intended to cover 
the costs of all development, consultation and implementation costs of the 
event day parking control schemes including staff costs. The funds are also 
intended to contribute to the administration of the schemes implemented and 
to subsidise the issue of permits to residents, as appropriate.  

Approximately £250,000 has been claimed to date from the Section 106 
allocation for design fees, and for consultants’ fees for the consultation carried 
out in summer 2004. It is anticipated that a further £150,000 will be claimed in 
the current financial year for finalising the scheme design and progressing the 
statutory consultation. The costs incurred with the re-consultation reported 
herein, as well as amendments to the scheme design if approved by 
Committee, will be covered within these allocations. The cost for the signage 
and marking for the permit parking control scheme is estimated at £1.6m, and 
for the printing and issuing of permits the estimated costs are £7,500.00 The 
£2.5m (plus interest accrued) Section 106 allocation will therefore be sufficient 
to deliver the parking control scheme. The balance of this amount will be used 
to extend the scheme or to introduce event day controls where necessary. 

 4.3 If the signs only scheme in the Barnhill, Tokyngton, Oakington, and Clarendon 
Gardens areas proves to be ineffective and it becomes necessary therefore to 
introduce road markings (and amended signage) the costs for doing so are 
estimated at £200,000. It may be necessary to seek approval from Wembley 
National Stadium Limited (WNSL) to utilise any outstanding balance of the 
Section 106 funding for this purpose; if approval is not granted the amount will 
need to be identified from the Environment and Culture budget. 

 
5.0 Legal Implications 

5.1 Monies paid to the Council under the section 106 agreement must be spent in 
accordance with the provisions in the agreement, otherwise the Council would 
be open to challenge. The agreement requires the Council to carry out such 
surveys and/or consultation exercises with residents as it reasonably 
considers are necessary to ascertain the adverse impact of the new Stadium 
on existing residential parking areas and the need to introduce new controls. If 
the surveys and/or consultation exercises indicate that further controls are 
necessary or desirable, the Council must consult residents on the detail and 
use reasonable endeavours to implement these by one month prior to 
completion of the Stadium. 

5.2 The permit parking scheme and parking prohibitions (waiting and loading 
restrictions) associated with implementing the event day parking controls will 
require the making of traffic regulation Orders under the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984. This will require statutory consultation.  Such Orders will 
permit the Council to take the appropriate enforcement in the protective 
parking areas, issuing penalty charge notices, and tow-aways as necessary. 
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5.3 The legal implications relating to the barrier method of road closure were 

reported to this Committee in October 2003.  Barriers may only be lowered if 
in support of a traffic management Order authorising a road closure at these 
particular locations.  Such an Order would be required to be drafted and 
advertised annually with all the possible dates for the anticipated events at 
Wembley.  The Order will be subject to statutory consultation and the views of 
the emergency services must be considered. 

 
6.0 Diversity Implications 
 
6.1 All public consultation material distributed included a section written in the 

most common languages used in the Borough with an explanation of how 
more information about proposals could be obtained 
 

7.0 Staffing/Accommodation Implications (if appropriate) 
 

7.1 The Transportation Service Unit will be undertaking the scheme design, 
statutory consultation and implementation work on all the event day parking 
schemes. 

 
8.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
8.1 The implementation of event day parking schemes is in line with Government 

guidelines and policies relating to integrated transport policy and road traffic 
restraint.  The event day parking controls will enhance the local environment 
by removing on-street parking for the stadium visitors and encouraging the 
use of public transport.  

 
8.2 Wembley National Stadium will be promoted as a public transport destination.  

Use of the private car will be limited to those with prepaid parking tickets and it 
is the Council’s policy to discourage other vehicles from entering the area.  
This will have the effect of minimising traffic on the road links, and junctions, 
around the stadium, thereby reducing congestion.  All stadium traffic will enter 
the parking facilities from the North Circular Road, again having the effect of 
reducing traffic on the local highway network.  
 

8.3 Air Quality.  The former national stadium was served by three road routes into 
and out of the stadium.  These were heavily congested before and after major 
events.  The proposal to serve the stadium by only one route, the Stadium 
Access Corridor, will improve the traffic congestion, and hence air quality, on 
the other two former routes.  Using the Stadium Access Corridor under tidal 
flow management will minimise congestion and queuing. 
 
Background Papers 
 
Highways Committee report – July 2003, October 2003, June 2004, October 
2004 
Section 106 agreement - Wembley National Stadium 
L.B. Brent Parking Strategy 
A New Deal for Transport: Better for Everyone (DETR) 
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Traffic Management and Parking Guidance for London (GOL) 
September 2005 Re-consultation document 
 
Contact Officers: 
 
Satnam S Sahota, Transportation Service Unit, 2nd Floor East, Brent House, 
349-357 High Road, Wembley, Middlesex, HA2 8TT. Telephone: 020 8937 
5140 
 
Richard Saunders, Director of Environment & Culture 
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APPENDIX A 
 

 
 



APPENDIX B 
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